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Message from 
the Chairman 

It gives me great honour and pleasure to pen, as with previous years, a message for the Annual Report of the Chinese 
Medicine Council of Hong Kong (the Council).  2019 saw the Council’s drive for improvements in various aspects, not least 
the sustained efforts in executing matters in regulation of Chinese medicine practice and the trade of Chinese medicines, 
which have borne a fruitful outcome. 

A total of 113 meetings were held during the year by the Council along with the Chinese Medicine Practitioners Board, the 
Chinese Medicines Board (the Medicines Board) and their committees.  I am very grateful to the respective members for their 
time and selfless dedication to serve statutory functions and duties provided under the Chinese Medicine Ordinance (CMO), 
with a multitude of tasks and work accomplished.  My heartfelt gratitude also extends to the trade for its cooperation and 
support.  It is my hope that through our persistent and concerted efforts, the Chinese medicine sector will continue to flourish. 

Chinese medicine, which has its root in ancient times, is gaining popularity among the youth.  While Chinese medicine 
services, Chinese herbal medicines (Chm) and proprietary Chinese medicines (pCm) are better received in our society, 
our responsibility becomes a heavier one.  Over the years, the Council tasked upon itself to enhance public confidence in 
Chinese medicine in response to society’s aspirations, and on this front, the Council has made admirable headway.  We will 
continue to work hand in hand with the Department of Health (DH) and other stakeholders so that the regulatory measures 
devised for Chinese medicine would move with the times, and the regulatory system would be further strengthened in Hong 
Kong to safeguard public health. 

In the past year, the Council, the Chinese medicine sector and the DH put in place a host of new measures relating to the 
regulation of Chinese medicines traders, pCm, etc. with aims to protect public health.  For example, persons who conduct 
external packing of pCm shall apply for Manufacturer Licence in Proprietary Chinese Medicines (Secondary Packing) with 
effect from August 2019 to effectively reduce the risk of mislabelling of pCm and facilitate their safe use.  Endorsed by 
the Medicines Board, measures to strengthen the regulation of Chm Herba Pteridis Multifidae have been in place since 
December 2019 to reduce potential health risk from taking high level of arsenic. 

Thanks to the joint effort of the local Chinese medicine sector and their counterparts in the Mainland and overseas, the 
Council delivered outstanding performance in discharging its statutory responsibilities in terms of regulation of Chinese 
medicine practice and Chinese medicines trade in 2019.  On behalf of the Council, I would like to extend my heartfelt 
appreciation to all concerned parties in support of our work, including the National Medical Products Administration, the 
National Administration of Traditional Chinese Medicine, the Food and Health Bureau, the DH, other policy bureaux and 
departments concerned, the Hospital Authority, institutions and organisations providing courses of Chinese medicine, and 
organisations of Chinese medicine practitioners and traders. 

2019 marked the Council’s twentieth anniversary.  Traditionally the coming of age ceremony (or the capping ceremony) was 
held for men at the age of 20 in ancient China.  Over the past two decades, the Council has made tireless efforts in regulating 
Chinese medicine, thus strengthening the professional status of Chinese medicine practice and the Chinese medicines 
trade enshrined in the CMO.  At the dawn of 2020, I look forward to the continued collaboration between the Council and the 
Chinese medicine sector to take Chinese medicine to greater heights. 

LEE Chack-fan, GBS, JP 

Chairman, 

Chinese Medicine Council of Hong Kong 
73 


