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Message from the Chairman 

I take great delight in penning my message for this year’s Annual Report of the Chinese Medicine 

Council of Hong Kong (the Council), knowing that the Council has once again not only sustained its 

tremendous effort, but also made a step up for improvements. 

 

In 2019, the members of the Council, the Chinese Medicine Practitioners Board, the Chinese Medicines 

Board (the Medicines Board) and its committees served tirelessly and convened a total of 113 meetings.  

Their continuous efforts and dedication to make valuable contribution to the Chinese medicine practice 

industry, the Chinese medicines trade and the regulatory regime under the Chinese Medicine Ordinance 

are exemplary, and to which I am in debt.  My heartfelt gratitude also extends to the trade and parties 

concerned for their cooperation and support. 

 

As the popularity of Chinese medicine continues to gain, and consumption of Chinese herbal medicines 

(Chm) and proprietary Chinese medicines (pCm) continues to rise, our responsibility to safeguard 

proper use of Chinese medicine becomes a heavier one.  In this regard, the Council has continued to 

work hand in hand with the Department of Health and stakeholders in identifying areas require 

strengthening and devising measures to our regulatory regime a better one.  

 

In the past year, the Council, the trade and the Department of Health have introduced a series of new 

measures to regulate Chinese medicines traders and pCm to safeguard public confidence in Chinese 

medicine. For example, measures that reduce the risk of mislabeling and thus improve safe use of pCm. 

In August 2019, the mandatory licensing of external packaging of pCm as manufacturer took effect. 

The Medicines Board also endorsed the strengthening regulation of Chm Herba Pteridis Multifidae in 

order to reduce the potential health risk of taking high concentration of Arsenic and this measures was 

put into effect on 1st December 2019  

 

2019 also saw a year full of goodwill in co-operations and collaborations with local organisations, and 

counterparts in the Mainland and overseas.  On this, I am deeply thankful to all former and incumbent 

parties who have contributed to implementing the regulatory work of Chinese medicine in Hong Kong, 

including the National Medical Products Administration, the National Administration of Traditional 

Chinese Medicine, the Food and Health Bureau, the Department of Health, other policy bureaux and 

departments, the Hospital Authority, institutions and organisations providing courses of Chinese 

medicine, and organisations of Chinese medicine practitioners and traders.  

 

This year marks the 20th year of Council’s establishment, and in Chinese culture, we would call this 

the “crowning year”, meaning a youth could don an headgear to signify adulthood.  On crossing this 

threshold and stepping into 2020, we could look ahead with renewed strengths and quiet confidence 

that the Council and the Chinese medicine industry will continue to work shoulder-to-shoulder to take 

Chinese medicine to greater heights. 
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