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Message from 
the Chairman 

My second year as Chairman of the Chinese Medicine Council of Hong Kong (the Council) has 
brought me great joy and comfort as I witnessed the continuous bloom of Chinese medicine in 
Hong Kong and was delighted with the recognition of the Council from the trade and the public for 
its work. In the past year, a total of 128 meetings were held by the Council, the Chinese Medicine 
Practitioners Board (the Practitioners Board), the Chinese Medicines Board (the Medicines Board) 
and the Council committees, all in an effort to fulfll their regulatory responsibilities under the 
Chinese Medicine Ordinance. Each and every member of the Council has selfessly devoted 
their precious time and efforts to the processing of a vast amount of work. I would like to take this 
opportunity to extend my heartfelt gratitude to all members of the Council for their hard work and 
contribution, as well as to the trade and the parties concerned for their cooperation and support. 
The Council has gained fruitful achievements in various aspects of its regulatory work from this 
synergy. 

Chinese medicine is time-honoured in Hong Kong and popular among the people across the 
territory.  The Council, since its establishment, has been striving to enhance the Chinese medicine 
regulatory work with a view to safeguarding the health of the public. Registered Chinese medicine 
practitioners (CMPs) are the frst medical profession in the healthcare system of Hong Kong required 
by law to undertake continuing education in order to renew practising certifcates. To monitor the 
performance of the accredited Chinese Medicine Administrators and Programme Providers, the 
Practitioners Board conducted in the year the sixth review of the system of Continuing Education 
in Chinese Medicine (CME) for Registered CMPs, which aimed to ensure the suitability of the 
system in meeting current demands and to raise the professional standards of CMPs, for the 
safety of the general public over the use of Chinese medicine services. 

Subsequent to the establishment of the Health Committee in May 2017, the Practitioners Board set 
up the Health Committee for Listed CMPs in July 2018 to handle specifcally cases of those with 
health issues by assessing if they are medically ft to continue practising Chinese medicine. The 
measure has not only further enhanced the Chinese medicine regulatory regime, but also serves 
to strengthen the confdence of the public in the trade. 

Products of Chinese medicines in Hong Kong, which enjoy a high reputation for their quality and 
safety, have earned great trust of the public. This is no easy achievement, which would not have 
been possible without the great dedication of the Medicines Board over the years towards its 
work, including the licensing and regulation of Chinese medicines traders (CMTs) and registration 
of proprietary Chinese medicines (pCm). By the end of 2018, the Medicines Board has issued 
1700 “Certifcates of Registration of pCm” for products meeting the safety, quality and effcacy 
requirements and 19 ‘Certifcates for Manufacturer (Good Manufacturing Practice in respect of 
pCm) (GMP Certifcates)” to pCm manufacturers who follow good practice as required by the 
Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) standards in the manufacture and quality control of pCm. 
To further protect public safety in Chinese medicines consumption, starting from 1 June 2018, 
Chinese medicines retailers or wholesalers who wish to sell their products online must apply to the 
Medicines Board in advance and specify the website for this purpose. Meanwhile, the  Medicines 
Board actively promoted the regulation of Chinese medicines during the year by holding briefngs 
and talks on the registration of pCm. 



Over the years, the Council has strived strenuously to exercise its statutory functions in regulating 
Chinese medicine. Thanks to the collaborated efforts of all concerned parties, remarkable 
achievements have been made. On behalf of the Council, I would like to express my utmost 
thanks to all former and incumbent parties who have contributed to implementing the regulatory 
work of Chinese medicine in Hong Kong, including the National Medical Products Administration, 
the National Administration of Traditional Chinese Medicine, the Food and Health Bureau, the 
Department of Health, other policy bureaux and departments, the Hospital Authority, institutions 
and organisations providing courses of Chinese medicine, organisations of Chinese medicine 
practitioners and traders, and the Council Secretariat. Looking ahead, I hope that the Council and 
the Chinese medicine industry will continue to work hand in hand and leverage their respective 
strengths to take Chinese medicine to the next level. 

LEE Chack-fan, GBS, JP 
Chairman, 
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